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and ordered them to start with him, He detailed a number of
carpenters and stonemasons, inspected them, and issued
lour months' wages only, without any allowance for rations,
saying : " You have been living on State wages for so many
years, and when it is my will that you should go on an
expedition you ask me for ration allowances."

Meantime, Shems al-Dln al-ZarTf, registrar of the Kor'an
readers, selected a number of readers, preachers, and mu'ezzins,
and ordered them to proceed with the Sultan, as the judges
had done with their deputies.

On Sunday, the 9th, 'Ajemi al-Shenkji, the Sultan's mess-
mate, who had been with elephants to the Governors of
Damascus and Aleppo, arrived at the Palace gates ; he had
been away such a long time that he had been reported dead
more than once. It seemed that the Sultan had sent him on
a secret mission to Shah Ismail al-Sufi; at least, this was the
common talk.

On Tuesday, the 10th of Rebr al-Akhir, ther Sultan's
military cortege1 was ordered to set out from the Maidan
before sunrise, and followed the route from the Rumailah
by Hadarat al-Bakar and the Sallbah.

It consisted of fifteen led dromedaries with gold-
embroidered numnahs; three hundred horses, of which
[24] a hundred had caparisons of steel chased with gold ; and
some (of the horses) with velvet of different colours; three
horses with gold-embroidered numnahs and saddles inlaid
with gold ; and three pairs of horses with Bedouin saddles and
drums. There were also in the cavalcade twenty-four litters
with glossy yellow silk coverings, and two velvet litters on
mules also with yellow silk coverings, six treasure cases with

1 "Tulb, pi. AtUib, est, selon Macnzi, un mot qui dans la langue des
Gardes designs uu emir commandant qui a un drapeau route eb xme
trompette que Ton sonne au besom ; il a sous ses ordres un nombre de
deux cents, cent ou soixante et dix cavaliers. Introduit en Egypte et
dans la Syrie sous le legne de Saladm et de ses successeurs, ce terme y
a re9ii le sens de corps de troupes plus ou moins nombreux, commande
par un officier superieur, bataillon " (Dozy).